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Dear Mr. Jordan:

Enclosed herewith please find a response of The Trustees of Purdue University
(“Purdue”) to the complaint filed with the Federal Election Commission by Adam Stant. The
undersigned legal counsel in this law firm has been designated by Purdue to respond on its behalf
(See Statement of Designation of Counsel filed concurrently herewith).

If you have any questions, or if I may be of any assistance, please do not hesitate to
contact me.
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
IN THE MATTER OF
COMPLAINT FILED BY:

ADAM STANT CASENO: MUR 5997

e N e N N

Complaining Party

RESPONSE OF RESPONDENT
THE TRUSTEES OF PURDUE UNIVERSITY

Pursuant to the request of Jeff S. Jordan, Supervisory Attorney, Complaints
Examination & Legal Administration, The Trustees of Purdue University (“Purdue” or.
the “University™), by its designated counsel, responds as follows to the Complaint filed
with the Federal Election Commission (“FEC” or “Commission™) by Adam Stant.

L INTRODUCTION

Adam Stant (“Stant”), a graduate student in Purdue’s political science department
filed the instant complaint with the FEC, alleging that the University unlawfully
supported the presidential campaign of Senator Barack Obama. Specifically, Stant
alleges that Laurent Wrzesinski (“"Wrzensiski”), a fellow graduate student in the political
science department, used University computing resources to produce “an unknown
quantity of printed materials” on behalf of Senator Obama’s campaign.

Once Stant informed the University of the printing of the materials, the University
investigated the matter. The University determined that the materials produced by
Wrzensiski were, in fact, produced for the benefit of a chapter of “Students for Barack
Obama.” one of many University-recognized student organizations. Wrzensiski is a
student leader in that organization. Purdue asked for, and has received, compensation
from the student organization for its use of University resources in producing the
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information. The University clearly communicated to Stant and to the public that it does
not support any party or candidate in the 2008 Presidential Campaign.

Purdue respectfully requests that the Commission dismiss Stant’s baseless
Complaint, and close its file on this matter.

IL. RELEVANT FACTS

A. Purdue University

Founded in 1869, Purdue University is the State of Indiana’s designated land-
grant institution. The Trustees of Purdue University is a body corporate created by the
Indiana legislature. IND. CODE § 21-23-2-2. The Trustees of Purdue Universily operate
Purdue University. IND CODE §§ 21-27-7-4, 21-27-7-5. This includes the power to
“govern, by regulation and other means, the conduct of students, faculty, employees, and
others while upon the property owned, used, or occupied by [Purdue University].” IND.
CoDE § 21-39-2-2.

B.  “Students for Barack Obama”

Purdue policies governing the recognition of student organizations provide, in
relevant part, that:

A. A group of Purdue students may become a student organization

upon formal recognition by the Office of the Dean of Students.
According to Article 13 of the Purdue University Bill of Student
Rights, any student group recognized as a Purdue student
organization shall be entitled to the use of available University
facilities in conformity with regulations. Recognition shall not
imply University endorsement of group goals and activities. Such
recognition is contingent upon the following considerations:

1. The approval of the constitution of the proposed
student organization by the Office of the Dean of
Students. An outline of the basic information to be



29044223133

included in a constitution is available in the Office
of the Dean of Students in Schleman Hall.
2, The filing of a list of eligible officers including the
name of a faculty advisor.
3. The establishment of a financial account with the

Business Office Student Organizations.
Exhibit “A,” Regulations and Procedures for Recognizing Student Organizations, Part 7,
Section II(A). The regulation of recognized student organizations is the responsibility of
the Office of the Dean of Students, and the Business Office of Student Organizations
exercises financial responsibility over recognized student organizations who must
maintain financial accounts with that office. /d., Part 7, Section L.

Purdue currently recognizes several student organizations that are connected with

a variety of national political interests, including various presidential campaigns. In the
Academic Year 2007-2008, the Unversity recognized “College Democrats,” “College
Republicans,” “Republican Women,” “Students for Hillary,” “Students for John
McCain,” and “Students for Ron Paul Revolution.” Exhibit “B,” Declaration of Stephen
J. Akers, Executive Associate Dean of Students at § 2(hereinafter, “Akers Decl.”).
Another such organization is “Students for Barack Obama,” a student organization with
the stated primary purpose of “gain[ing] volunteers and dedicated supporters of
Presidential candidate Senator Barack Obama, register as many students and facuity at
Purdue University to vote despite candidate or party affiliation, and increase voter
tumout.” Jd. Wrzesinski, a graduate student in Purdue’s political science department, is
the Purdue chapter president of “Students for Barack Obama.” /d.




C.  Wrzesinski’s Printing of Materials in 2007-2008 Academic Year

In his capacity as chapter president for “Students for Barack Obama,” Wrzesinski
printed approximately 3,000 flyers using University computing resources and paper
during the 2007-2008 Academic Year. (Akers Decl.at§3) The flyers advertised various
trips that “Students for Barack Obama™ had scheduled to support the Obama campaign in
Ohio, Mississippi and Missouri. /d. The flyers clearly identified the organization as
*“Purdue University Students for Barack Obama.” /d. The flyers do not contain any
University logo or any statement that can fairly be construed as University support.

Stant raised the issuc of Wrzesinski’s use of University resources to print the
flyers with the University in early April, 2008. (Akers Decl. at §4) Executive Associate
Dean of Students Stephen J. Akers investigated Stant’s allegations immediately
thereafier. (Akers Decl.). Dean Akers interviewed Wrzesinski, and Wrzesinski indicated
that he had printed approximately 3,000 flyers for his organization. (Akers Decl.) Dean
Akers inquired whether “Students for Barack Obama” had reimbursed the University for
the use of its resources, and Wrzesinski advised that the group had not yet reimbursed the
University. Id.

Wrzesinski stated that he would make arrangements to reimburse the Business
Office for Student Organizations for the use of University resources, and Dean Akers
agreed that it was appropriate for Wrzesinski and “Students for Barack Obama” to pay
for the use of University resources. /d. “Students for Barack Obama” reimbursed Purdue
$120.00 for 3,000 copies on May 19, 2008. Id.
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D.  Purdue’s Response to Media Inquiries Regarding “Students for
Barack Obama”

At or around the time that Stant raised the issue of the “Students for Barack
Obama” flyers with the University, he also wrote regarding the matter on several World
Wide Web sites under the title “Purdue Students Break the Law for Obama.” Exhibit
“C,” copy of “Blue Indiana™ entry regarding Stant’s “reporting” of the incident. Stant’s
story was picked up by the Lafayette Journal & Courier, which published a story
regarding Stant’s claim on April 18, 2008. Exhibit “D,” copy of April 18, 2008 article in
Lafayette Journal & Courier. In connection with that news article, the University
responded that it had investigated the matter, and expected reimbursement from
“Students for Barack Obama.” /d. The University clearly communicated that Purdue
“does not endorse or advocate on behalf of any political candidate or political party.” Jd.

III. LAW AND ARGUMENT

A. Relevant Federal Election Campaign Act provisions

The Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971 (“FECA”) provides that it is
uniawful for “any corporation” to make a contribution or expenditure in connection with
any election to any political office. 2 U.S.C. § 441b(a). “Expenditure” is defined by
FECA as “any purchase, payment, distribution, loan, advance, deposit, or gift of money
or anything of value, made by any person for the purpose of influencing any election for
Federal office.” 2 U.S.C. § (9(AXi)- Thus, for the Commission to find that the flyers at
issue in this case comprise an unlawful “contribution,” it must conclude that the
University intended to produce the flyers to support Senator Obama’s presidential

campaign.
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There is no evidence that University made unlawful contribution or expenditure in
this case. First, the evidence establishes that the ostensible “contribution” was made by
*Students for Barack Obama,” a recognized student organization on Purdue’s campus.
The flyers were paid for by “Students for Barack Obama.” The flyers clearly indicate
that the events advertised thereon are sponsored by “Purdue Students for Barack Obama.”
The University did not endorse the flyers and, when questioned about the flyers by local
media, clearly stated that the University did not “endorse or advocate on behalf of any
political candidate or political party.” Exhibit “D.” There is simply no basis for a
finding that Purdue University contributed to the Obama campaign.

In the 2007-2008 Academic Year, the University has recognized student
organizations which support no fewer than four presidential campaigns (i.e. Barack
Obama, Hillary Clinton, John McCain, and Ron Paul). Further, the University has
recognized College Republicans and College Democrats. The evidence does not support
a finding that the University intended to support any particular political party or
candidate.

B. Treatmeat of Student Political Activity By The Internal Revenue
Service

Stant alleges that the printing of the flyers violates the University’s obligations as
a 501(c)(3) organization. Purdue is a tax exempt organization under 26 U.S.C. §
501(c)3). Exhibit “E,” IRS Letter dated September 29, 1987. The IRS has clearly ruled
that a university's tax execmpt status under § 501(c)(3) cannot be jeopardized by the
political activities of its students.

The IRS has clearly stated that “{t]he prohibition on political campaign activity
applies only to § 501(c)(3) organizations, not to the activities of individuals in their
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private capacity.” Tax Adv. Mem. 2004-46033. “The actions of students generally are
not attributed to an educational institution unless they are undertaken at the direction of
and with authorization from a school official.” Judith E. Kindell and John Francis Reilly,
ELECTION YEAR IssuEs, Exempt Organizations CPE Technical Instruction Program (FY
2002).

In this case, Wrzesinski acted in his capacity as the president of “Students For
Barack Obama” when he printed flyers for the group’s use. Once the University leamed
of the group’s use, the University required reimbursement from the group and publicly
clarified that the group’s use of University resources did not comprise the University’s
endorsement of any candidate or party. There is no basis for imputing Wrzesinski’s
actions on behalf of the “Students for Barack Obama” to Purdue University in this case.

IV. CONCLUSION
For all of the foregoing reasons, The Trustees of Purdue University respectfully

requests that the Commission dismiss the complaint.
Respectfully submi

TRENTEN GERMAN
STUART & BRANIGIN LLP
300 Main Street, Suite 900
P.0. Box 1010

Lafayette, IN 47902-1010
Telephone: 765-423-1561

Attorney for The Trustees of Purdue University

463736.1
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Purt 7 — Raguistions and Procadures for Recegnizad Student Orpaniantions
Section IT —~ Procedures for Forming and Maintaining Student Organkeations

A. A group of Purdue students bacome a student organizstion upon recognition by the
munmam"&mu:’u nuu-nmwmudaw-'z
m-lvluﬁtmm-lw wuumumu
of avaiisbla University faciities in conformity with not imply University

reguistions. Recognition shall
endorsemant of group goals and activities. Such recognition Is cantingent upon the following
congiderations:

vﬂthdhmmw the Offics of the
hmmmnnm::m-

Hall.
2. The of Itddﬂlhellw“dugh of a faculty advisor.
mm - mmu'mmmmm.
8. To maintsin status 8s 8 recagnized student organizetion the foliowing conditions must be met:
1. Any new or revised constitution must be submitted to the Office of the Desn of Students for

All smendments to the curment constitution must be submitted to the OMce of the Dean of

2.
Studants for
3. Ablstof mw officers must be fled in the Offica of the Dean of Students within three
weeks of their slection.
4, mdmmmnmumwnhndmuum
the United States, tha comumunity, the state or country in which the organtzation’s activities
ocour, and Univaniity rules and regulations.
cmmdmnmdmuuﬂmmmmmummmm
to meet the conditions for maintaining active stetus:

1. The student orgenization will be deactivatad I the conditions lsted In Section I1-B (this s
rwe of all section references in this part uniuss otherwise spacilied) 8ra Nt satisfied.
a. mmwnqmuumummm:mmmm

3. ifs ° student Is In 3 state of desctivation for of at lesst two
yours, e Ofce of the Daem of Stucderts wi witvdraw recogriion o thet
4. An organization mey requast to have recognition withdrawn at any time R chooses.

betpz//www.purdue.cdu/univregs/pages/reg_pro/form_stu_org.html
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

IN THE MATTER OF )
COMPLAINT FILED BY: )
)
ADAM STANT ) CASENO: MUR 5997
)
Complaining Party )
DECLARATJON OF STEPHEN J. AKERS

Stephen J. Akers, being duly sworn upon his oath, deposes and states:

1.  I'have been employed as the Executive Associate Dean of Students since July
1,1980. One of the responsibilities of The Office of the Dean of Students is to govern the
recognition of student organizations. In my capacity as Executive Associate Dean of the Office
of the Dean of Students, I have knowledge of the matters set forth in this declaration.

2, In the Academic Year 2007-2008, the University recognized the following
student organizations connected with the 2008 Presidential Campaign: College Democrats,
College Republicans, Republican Women, Students for Hillary, Students for John McCain, and
Students for Ron Paul Revolution.

The University also recognized "Students for Barack Obama,” a student organization
with the stated primary purpose of "gain[ing] volunteers and dedicated supporters of Presidential
candidate Senator Barack Obama, register as many students and faculty at Purdue University to
vote despite candidate or party affiliation, and increase voter tumout." Laurent Wrzesinski, &
graduate student in Purdue's political science department, is the Purdue chapter president of this
organization.

3. In his capacity as chapter president for "Students for Barack Obama,” Wrzesinski
printed approximately 3,000 flyers using University computing resources and paper during the

l EXHIIT
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2007-2008 Academic Year. The flyers advertised various trips that "Students for Barack
Obama" had scheduled to support the Obama campaign in Ohio, Mississippi and Missouri. The
fiyers clearly identified the organization as "Purdue University Students for Barack Obama.”

4, After Adam Stant raised the issue of Wrzesinski's use of University resources to
print the flyers in early April, 2008, I investigated the allegation. I inquired as to whether
"Students for Barack Obama" had reimbursed the University for the use of its resources and was
advised by Wrzesinski that the group had not yet done so. Wrzesinski advised that he would
make arrangements to reimburse the Business Office for Student Organizations for the use of
University Resources. I agreed that such reimbursement was appropriate. Thereafter, "Students
for Barack Obama" reimbursed Purdue $120.00 (3,000 copies at $.04/copy) on May 19, 2008.

Executive Assoc Students
Purdue University
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Purdue University
Department of Political Science

INVOICE

5/15/2008

To: Steve Akers
ODOS / SCHL

3,000 copies/ printing @ $0. 04 a copy
Copies supporting Barack Obama
2008 campaign.

Please send funds to:

Department of Political Science
ATTN: Jessica Morefield
Room 2241/ BRNG Hall

100 N. University Street

West Lafayette, IN 47907

Department of Political Science, Beering Hall, 765 494-3307

School of Liberal Arts

120.00



!

Purdue University Student Organizations Remittance Information 160923

Payes: Purdus University Check# 160023  Date: 06/19/2008
Organization SOA# Vendor Reference # Check Request # Amount
STUDNTS FOR BARACK OBAMA T adverties 220245 120.00

TOTAL: § $120.00

PURDUE

UNIVERSITIIY
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Purdue Students Break the Law for Obama

by: ManfromMiddietown
Wed Apr 09, 2008 at 12:55:07 PM EDT

A Purdue student employee operating on behalf of the Barack Obama for President Campaign
has using their positions in order to divert University resources from their workplacs into the
Obama campaign. Laurent Wrzesingii, a Chicago native trained by the Obama campaign, and
acting on its behalf on the Purdue Campus has been operating In viclstion of both university
policy and federal law. Worse, by carrying out these actions while in the employ of Purdue
University, he amy have breached the University's obligations as an IRS 501 (c) 3 tax exempt
orgenization. This breach, If fully prosecuted, would cost the University $140 million annually
In tax exemptions, $3,500 per student at the West Lafayette campus.

ManfromMiddietown :: Purdue Students Break the Law for Cbama

The Obama Cannection

During the summer of 2007, Mr. Wrzesinski applied and was accepted for an internship with
the Obama campaign working in Iowa. A large part experience of Obama interns in Jowa was
Camp Obama, the purpose of which was described by Obama national youth vote director as:

"We are training them, teaching them how to be effective, showing them
what their role is in our strategy to win the election ... We're taking
hmhhn;muﬂuﬁmhnﬂomh&'(mw

Mr. Wrzesinski would continue In his organizational capacity on behalf of the Obama campaign
In viciation of Purdue Executiva Memorandum B-4 prohibiting persons cmpbnlbyth.
ummuanymamnmmmammmmm
ﬂ)hmMWlnuﬂrbaMthmMmaMlﬂMhMﬂ
smployeas and/or studants.

Following grossly inappropriate behavior involving the diversion of resources of the department
employing Mr. Wrzesinski the University was informaed of what had besn occurring. Ths
actions of Mr. Wrzesinald and the others included the printing of campaign fllers at
departmental expense and the recruiting of students over whom they held grading
responsibiiities to voluntear for the Obama campaign in exchange assistance with class work.
Following a mesting between graduate students associsted with the Department of Political
mmammmnr.mmmmaummm
and other matters of misconduct within the departmant were discussed.

Dr. Stephean Akers, Purdue’s Executive Associate Dean of Students met with Mr. Wrzesinski to
ask him to stop using departmental printars In order to producs slection materials for the
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Obama campaign. The University has sinca

Mr. Wrzesinaki was told another student who has since spoken to me that the most drastic
action that could be taken against him would invoived a $10,000 fine. This individual who
spoks with Wrzesinski, says that Wrxasinsid told him that ha would giadly taks out a loan to
pay the fine In order to continue with his actions.

Again, Mr. Wrzesinski continued with actions in violation of both Purdue University regulations
and faderal law prohibiting non-profit organizations to maks contributions to fadera!
campaigns. I will be presenting documentary evidence substantisted with the detalls of how
these violations occurred.

Viclations of University Policy and Fedarsl Law

Shortly aftsr returning to Purdue from Iowa, Mr. Wrzesinsikd began to organize road trips back
to Iowa to support tha Barack Obama for President campaign. Within & matter of months,
Wrezesinsid had convertad a large number of the graduate students empioyed by the Poiitical
Sclence department into a solid core of Obama supporters who marginalized those within the
department who supported Sen. Clinton or simply didn't care. As bad as &t was that Wrzesinskl
and the rest were creating a hostile work environment for those who did not share their
political baliefs, the problem would soon grow much larger and mors troubling.

Aftar Obama's win the lowa Caucus, Wrzesinsid began to organize much larger road trips to
canvass for Obama in battieground states. And this is when what had previcusly been a limited
irritation gave way to major violations of University policy and feders! law. In order to help
grow the group of students, Purdue Students for Barack Obama, he was organizing grow and
to recrutt individuals to do field work on behalf of Senator Obama, Wrzesinsid began to abuse
his position within the university.

At Purdue, students are provided ammmmmmwhmﬂhml
printinp at computer labs operated by the University. mlddlllonhthls,mwdmm
offer studants free printing for journal articlas and other uses associated with

printing. Muumumu.mmwmmmummm
Sclenca, and as a consequences of his position as an employee of the department and a PhD
student he has the privilage of printing academic matsrials in the computer labs maintained by
the department In Beering Hall 2208 and 2245, the undergraduate and graduate labs
respectively. in these labs occurs at university expense, and is paid for by Indiana
taxpayers and Purdue students.

Beggining in January of 2008, Wrzesinsid began to print materials intended to be used to
support the candidacy of Sen. Obama at university expense. Within a period of weeks other
graduate students began to notice the printers in both labs were running out of ink in a matter
of a week of two. This is a serious violation of Purdue Executive Memorandum B-4.

Wrzesinski began to brazenly misuse university resources in order to benefit the campaign of
Sen. Barack Obama. Wrzesinski soon spent so much of his time working In the department on
campaign work, that computer #5 in Bearing 2208 bacame known as “the Obama campaign's”
seat in the lsborstory by other graduste students.

I have MS-Word coples of several of the documents produced by Wrzesinski for the Obama
campaign at University expense demonstirating that they were produced on coples of Word
Ncensed by the Purdue University Department of Poiltical Science. These documents were

them here. MMINNUQ“MMNM
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STEBENTS. Barack Obama
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STUDENTS . Barack Obama

“.dt's sheut the past ve. the Future.” — Bareck Cherne. 3508

Help Get-Out-the-Vote for Barack in Ohio!
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In eurly March, Purdue university adminstration was advised about Mr. Wrzesinski's activities
and provided the fie I have displayed here.

Tha Individuals who brought evidenca of this misconduct were asked by Purdua administration

to provida citations of legal code or case law demonstrating that what had been occurring was
ageinst the law.

They did.

To be clear, In printing campaign materials at departmental expense, Wrzesinsid and the
othars committed several violations of federal law, placing both themselves and the university
in legal jecpardy. Because the cost of printing these materials was paid for by Purdue
University and the Department of Political Sclence, they did not report a campaign donation to
the FEC. To tha bast of my iknowisgde, FEC fliing reports made by the campaign do not reflect

More worryingly, bacause the University was placed in the position of providing an in-kind
contribution to the Obama campaign, Purdue Is in breach of its obligations as an IRS 501 (¢) 3
organization. As expiained in an IRS publication on the matter, an educational organization
granted tax examption unded USC 26 S01 (c) 3:

A 501(c)(3) organtzation:

n must absolutely refrain from participating in the poiitical campaigns of
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In fischl year 2007, Purdue took in $394 million in private donations, and while those

. contributions are currently both tax deductible for the donor and tax exempt for the University,

this is only so because Purdue has a letter from the IRS Indicating that it is a 501 (¢) 3
organization. The Hlegal actions of Wrzesinski a place that in jeopardy.

Wrzesinski was asked by Dr. Staven Akers, Purdue's Exacutive Associate Dean of Students, to
stop using university resources to benefit the Obama campaign..

o the university would no longer be tax deductible for donors not tax exempt for the Univarsity.

That could cost Purdue around $140 million annually, or about $3500 per student at the West

Lafayette campus. Presumably this shortfall would have to be met sither by » massive tultion
increase, or an infusion of cash from the state legisiature.

Wrzesinski has taken actions that may result in a $3,500 increase In cost for young Hooslers
wishing to attend Purdue. As If we don't have enough economic hardship in this stata.

Updats

I've removad a saction that some thought to imply that Dr. Woody Myer's campaign was
involved with this upon the request of the internet staffer there. Neither Dr. Myer's nor his
campaign are invoived in this.

Update 4/12/08 11:28 PM

1 have a tape recording of Laurent confessing to printing out the fliers using departmental
resources, and stating that he slone printed out the flers.

He made clear that what I had seen the others printing were voter registration forms for usa In
a drive he was woking on. For that reason I've removad the names of the other Individuals.
Laurent then proceeded to threatan with retaliation for producing this post. I have provided a
copy of this tape to the Purdue Polics.

I will be flling a complaint against Laurent and Purdue with the FEC on Monday. As soon as 1
have a digitized version of the tape, and Thomas's biessing, I witl be making that recording
available on this website. I would hope that the Obama campaign wouid disasvow Laurent's

Update 4/13/08 2:45 PM

I have updated this to refiect only those matters that I will be bringing to the attention of the
FEC. Ican't figure a way to post the tapes. 1 will be
mmmmmmmmxmmmmmuummmmlm

The bottom fine Is that individuais employed by the university have produced materiails at
university expense that are designed to influenca the outcome of the election.

innapropriate given that both the Stata of Indiana and student who pay tuition provide money
to the University for the purpose of education. Given that 1 am one of

students In the departmant of Polical Sclance from the State of Indisna, I suppose ik should be
mm:mmmohdm‘tmhm. After all t's not their taxes paying for the
University to exist.

Tags: Indiana, Obama, Purdue, Blection 2008, (Al Tags)
Print Friendly View B3 Send As Eman iG]
Purdue Students Break the Law for Obama | 40 comments

This story neads to be told (0.00/ 0)
If you have local media contacts, or are a member of the media I am willing to talk.

1 may be reached at menfrommiddietown at lycos dot com

I will sttempt to answer all questions ss quicidy a possibie, and will be willing to provide my
osll number so that we might speak. I only ask that my identity not be revealed.
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Campaign fliers printed at university
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A Purdue graduate student has fled a complaint with the Federsl Election Commission sbout the
mdu%mmmmm

cuncr irupgs, Adam Stantof Muncie allsges that fellow teaching assistants in the political science
FeirTAREN gepsrtment used the departments printers.

He chies U.S. Code 26 501(c)3, which educalional insthutions with status from engaging
in “"any political cempelign on “’3«: honulonh)-\ymuum.

A Purdus spoksswoman said university officials don't but ballsve thet lsws were broken, they are using the
case to emphasize the rules about using university resources for campaign purposes.

Teaching assistants are Purdue employses and are prohibiled from using university resources for politicel
campaigne.

“Purdue admitied it happened,” Stent said Thursday.
He allsges that $200 worth of political material was printed sarfler this ysar on printers in the political aclence

"With the upcoming election, they nesd 10 be aware s0 this dossn’t happen again,” he said.
"It is the principle, not the amount” of money.
Stant said he Is a longtime Democratic Party aciivist who previously supported John Edwards’ presidential

Purdue officlals have investigated the matier, said university spoksewoman Jeanne Norberg.
"t is our understanding thet departmental printers, not copiers, were used o print flers supporting Barack
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Obama,” she said. “"We bellsve that the amount invoived is less than $150.
*To the exient thet departmental priniers were Used, Students for Barack
on-m.m«wmumummum

She sald Purdus "also prohibits use of its printers and other (T equipment for
organized poliical purposes.”

IT stands for informadion fachnology.

She emphasized Purdus "doss not endorse or advocate on behalf of any
poiitical candidaie or political party.”

She sald Purdus employess have been reminded this week of university

She aaid, i the beet of her knowladge, the FEC has not coniacied Purdue,
mmbmummmdmm

laws. However, graduale student Laurent Wrzesinski was named in Stant's
complaint o the FEC complaint.

Stant and Wrzesinsk both admitied they met with university officials,
including Staphen Akers, execulive associale dean of students.

Akars did not respond to telephone or requests for information, but
Wrzesineki shared an o-mall Akers

The o-mall read:

"Lourent, this is 1o verily that we have reviewed the issue of using University
resources 1o print campaign fllers. | 388 no need for implementing
disvipiinery messures against any students involved with printing.”
Wrzesineki said he wanled to "clear” his reputation.

When sekad whether ha used the department's printers for Obama's
campaign, Wrzesineki declined fo respond directly.

"Siudents for Barack Obama is a recognized campus organization at
Purdue” lnndd.'lmmomwhmwm

“Some of this ls not cleer to me. | don't want 1o lssue a bianket denial.”

ROWERTISEMENTY

Norberg said students and recognized student arganizations have printing accounts.
"Thay can print up 10 $40 a year at no cost,” she aaid, "snd after that, must reimburae the univeralty.”

in your voice
READ REACTIONS TO THIS STORY
Newest first i

@ JimhMcMurry wiots:

) | am glad that the truth is coming out on here. Yes, | was very suspiclous of the timing
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